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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


SOLID  WASTE  MANAGEMENT  BUREAU 


TED  SCHWINDEN.  GOVERNOR 


Room  A20 1 

COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


(406)  449-282! 


PLEASE  RE 


November  10,  1982 


Tf  I PffVi  TANA  59620 

Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  7477  2 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lincoln  County  Courthouse,  Libby,  MT  59923 

Ron  Anderson,  County  Sanitarian,  Lincoln  Refuse  District,  418  Mineral  Ave .,  Libby,  MT 

Richard  Irons,  M.D.,  County  Health  Officer,  Box  U,  Libby,  Montana 

Mrs.  Ida  Templin,  P.  0.  Box  237,  Troy,  Montana  59935 

Mrs.  Nile  Cunnington,  Box  36,  Troy,  Montana  59935 

Hal  Robbins,  Air  Quality  Bureau,  DHES  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhof f , Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  State  Capitol  Bldg.,  Rxn.  432,  Helena,  MT 
^errtana  State  Library,  Harold  Chambers,  930  E.  Lyndale , Helena,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  (DHES)  concerning 
the  proposed  Troy  Class  III  Disposal  Site. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so 
within  the  allotted  time. 


JEL :vc 
Ends . 


Sincerely, 


E.  LEITER 

.id  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di visi on/Bureau_  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Project  or  Application  Troy  Class  III  Disposal  Site/Callahan  Loop  Road 


Description  of  Project  The  Lincoln  County  Solid  Waste  District  has  made  application 

for  a Class  III  solid  waste  management  system  license  for  an  abandoned  gravel — 

pit  on  Callahan  Loop  Road,  southeast  of  Troy.  The  site  will  replace  an_un_- 

licensed  and  unapproved  facility  currently  east  of  Troy. — The  old  site  

been  ordered  closed  by  the  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau.  The  operation  and 

maintenance  plan  attached  describes  the  proposed  Class  III  operation. A copy_ 

of  the  complete  application  is  available  for  inspection  at  the  Solid  Waste 

Management  Bureau,  Dept,  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Room  A201, 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59620. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Ai r quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  ai r & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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X 
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X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

• X 

X 

X 

X 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Lincoln  County  Solid  Waste  District, 
Lincoln  County  Sanitarian 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS No  Eis  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 

Date: November  9,  1982 


JAMES  E.  LETTER 
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November  10,  1982 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

#1)  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture:  The  landfill 

operation  will  change  the  long  term  quality  of  the  in  place  soils  at  the 
site.  As  progressive  layers  of  ash  and  wood  wastes  are  buried  at  the 
site,  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  moisture  holding  capacity  of  the 
underlying  soils.  The  impact  should  be  minor,  at  most,  and  not  lead  to 
degradation  of  local  resources. 

#4)  Vegetation  cover,  quantity  and  quality:  The  fill  operation 

will  proceed  in  the  current  gravel  pit  area  until  the  available  capacity 
is  exhausted.  Once  the  fill  is  completed  the  area  can  be  contoured  and 
revegetated  to  allow  for  natural  restoration. 

#5)  Aesthetics:  Due  to  the  types  of  materials  to  be  accepted  at 

the  site,  there  will  be  a minor  impact  on  visual  aesthetics  of  the  area. 
The  majority  of  the  pit  is  shielded  from  view  by  earth  berms,  however, 
and  the  fill  operation  will  be  conducted  within  the  confines  of  those 
berms.  As  a part  of  the  proposal  the  refuse  district  intends  to  provide 
a "green  box"  site  at  the  site  entrance.  Aesthetics  of  the  area  will  be 
directly  affected  by  maintenance  of  the  "green  box"  area.  Maintenance 
of  the  other  county  sites  has  been  good  to  date,  however,  with  the 
refuse  district  readily  accepting  responsibility  for  regular  upkeep 
of  the  sites. 

Since  the  district  intends  to  burn  untreated  wood  wastes  periodical- 
ly, it  will  be  incumbent  upon  the  managers  to  assure  that  all  burning  is 
done  properly,  with  open  burning  permits,  and  only  during  periods  of 
good  ventilation.  If  not  properly  carried  out,  the  burning  could  have 
a moderate  impact  on  aesthetics  of  the  area. 

#6)  Air  quality:  There  are  a number  of  residences  very  near  and 

adjacent  to  the  proposed  Class  III  sites.  Due  to  the  canyon-like  terrain, 
air  quality  will  be  directly  affected  by  the  care  put  into  the  burning 
operation.  A maximum  effort  will  have  to  be  mounted  to  insure  that  con- 
taminants are  kept  out  of  the  wood  waste  pile  and  only  the  best  days 
are  chosen  for  burning. 
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